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THE LAW OF CIVIL COMMITMENT IN PENNSYLVANIA: TOWARDS A
CONSISTENT INTERPRETATION OF THE MENTAL HEALTH PROCEDURES
ACT
Steven B .D atlof ............................................................................ 1
Pennsylvania courts inconsistently interpret the
Pennsylvania Mental Health Procedures Act, which
governs the issue of whether a doctor can recommend
that an individual be involuntarily committed to the
psychiatric ward of a hospital. The author submits
that mental health review officers in urban centers
tend to interpret the statute's "clear and present dan-
ger standard" much more narrowly than do officers
in rural centers. The author proposes a consistent
interpretation based on the plain language of the stat-
ute, such that the clear and present danger need not
always be evidenced by threats of harm and acts in
furtherance of those threats.
THE CONVERGENCE OF THINKING, TALKING, AND WRITING: A
THEORY FOR IMPROVING WRITING
Kellen M cClendon .................................................................... 21
The author's longstanding method of improving a law
student's legal writing is to encourage the student to
"talk-out" what the student is trying to write. The
author finds support for that method by exploring
the relationship among thinking, talking, and writ-
ing through the work of experts in those fields. The
author concludes that the best way to find the over-
lap of thinking, talking, and writing, which is the
point of effective communications, is to talk-out
what one is writing.
THE IMPROPRIETY OF LEVYING PUNITIVE DAMAGES ON INNOCENT
SUCCESSOR CORPORATIONS
Joel Slawotsky ......................................................................... 49
Under traditional corporate law principles regard-
ing the liability of a successor corporation for the
debts and liabilities of the previous entity, there are
many scenarios where an innocent successor may
be held liable for a punitive damages award lev-
ied against the previous entity. After a compre-
hensive examination of the methods by which busi-
nesses combine, and an analysis of the history and
purposes of punitive damages, the author argues
that courts should focus on both the successor's
conduct and the form of the method of combina-
tion before levying punitive damages against the
successor.
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UPMC MERGERS UNDER ANTITRUST LAW: AN ANALYSIS OF THE
APPLICATION OF THE FEDERAL ANTITRUST LAWS TO NON-PROFIT
HOSPITAL MERGERS
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IT'S TIME TO LOOSEN RULE 23's BELT: PROBLEMS WITH CLASS
ACTION LAWSUITS
Scott A . H arford ......................................................................... 109
Recent Decisions
WHEN A STATE SEIZES PROPERTY DURING A CRIMINAL INVESTIGA-
TION, DUE PROCESS REQUIRES NOTICE THAT THE PROPERTY WAS
SEIZED, BUT DOES NOT REQUIRE DETAILED NOTICE OF POST-SEI-
ZURE REMEDIES: City of West Covina v. Perkins
E m ily L. D im perio ................................................................... 139
EMTALA's STABILIZATION REQUIREMENT DOES NOT REQUIRE
PROOF OF IMPROPER MOTIVE: Roberts v. Galen of Virginia
D avid E . M itchell ...................................................................... 163
THE FEDERAL SERVICE LABOR-MANAGEMENT RELATIONS STAT-
UTE PERMITS BUT DOES NOT REQUIRE UNION-INITIATED MID-
TERM BARGAINING: National Federation of Federal Em-
ployees, Local 1309 v. Department of the Interior
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